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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 



Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the following must be 
shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). 

The drawings fail to show the source/reservoir that holds the "different solution" 
that is added to the fractionated elute, as recited in claim 1 , in combination with all of the 
remaining limitations of the claim. 

The drawings fail to show the source/reservoir that holds the "elute" that is 
introduced to the solid-phase cartridge, as recited in claim 2, in combination with all of 
the remaining limitations of the claim. 

The drawings fail to show the source/reservoir that holds the "derivation 
reagent" that is added to the elute, as recited in claim 3, in combination with all of the 
remaining limitations of the claim and claim 1 . 

The drawings fail to show the source/reservoir that holds the "elute" added to 
the storage chamber, as recited in claim 4 in combination with all of the limitations of 
base claim 1 . 
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The drawings fail to show the source/reservoir that holds the solution/elute that 
is provided to the storage chamber and the source/reservoir that holds the "derivation 
reagent" that is added to the elute as recited in claim 5 in combination with all of the 
limitations of the intervening and base claims. 

The drawings fail to show the source/reservoir that holds the solution/elute that 
is distributed by the first and second providing means, as recited in claim 7 in 
combination with all of the remaining limitations of the claim. 

The drawings fail to show the source/reservoir that holds the solution/elute that 
is distributed by the providing means, as recited in claim 1 1 in combination with all of 
the remaining limitations of the claim. 

The drawings fail to show the source/reservoir that holds the solution/elute that 
is distributed by the providing means, as recited in claim 12 in combination with all of 
the remaining limitations of base claim 1 1 . 

The drawings fail to show the source/reservoir that holds the "derivation 
reagent" that is added to the elute, as recited in claim 15, in combination with all of the 
remaining limitations of the claim and claim 2. 

The drawings fail to show the source/reservoir that holds the "elute" added to 
the storage chamber, as recited in claim 16 in combination with all of the limitations of 
base claim 2. No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121 (d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
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replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing 
figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement 
sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and 
appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings 
for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date 
of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or 
"New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the 
examiner, the Applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in 
the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to 
determine the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is 
requested in correcting any errors of which Applicant may become aware in the 
specification. 

A substitute specification in proper idiomatic English and in compliance with 37 
CFR 1 .52(a) and (b) is required. The substitute specification filed must be accompanied 
by a statement that it contains no new matter. 
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Claim Objections 

Claims 1-20 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Re claim 1 , claim line 3: The article "a" should be deleted or the term 
"chromatography" should be corrected to read - chromatograph --. 

Re claim 1 , claim line 5: The phrase "the liquid chromatograph" lacks 
antecedent basis. 

Re claim 1 , claim line 3: The article "a" should be deleted; or the term 
"chromatography" should be corrected to read -- chromatograph --. 

Re claim 1 , claim line 7: The article "a" should be deleted. 

Re claim 2, claim line 3: The article "a" should be deleted or the term 
"chromatography" should be corrected to read - chromatograph --. 

Re claim 2, claim line 7: The article "a" should be deleted. 

Re claim 3, claim line 3: The term "chromatography" should be corrected to 
read -- chromatograph --. 

Re claim 3, claim line 5: Both occurrences of the article "a" should be deleted 
and replaced with the article -- the -- or the term -- said --. 

Re claim 3, claim line 3: The article "a" should be deleted; or the term 
"chromatography" should be corrected to read - chromatograph -- and the article "a" 
replaced with the article -- the -- or the term -- said --. 

Re claim 4, claim line 4: Both occurrences of the article "a" should be deleted 
and replaced with the article -- the - or the term -- said --. 
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Re claim 4, claim line 5: The article "a" should be deleted; or the term 
"chromatography" should be corrected to read - chromatograph -- and the article "a" 
replaced with the article -- the -- or the term -- said --. 

Re claim 5, claim line 6: Both occurrences of the article "a" should be deleted 
and replaced with the article -- the -- or the term -- said --. 

Re claim 5, claim line 7: The article "a" should be deleted; or the term 
"chromatography" should be corrected to read - chromatograph -- and the article "a" 
replaced with the article -- the -- or the term -- said --. 

Re claim 6, claim line 2: The term "of should be deleted; and the numeral "20" 
should be corrected to read -- twenty --. 

Re claim 7, claim line 4: The phrase "the elute" lacks antecedent basis. 

Re claim 8, claim lines 4 and 5: This passage regarding the "second pathway" 
does not quite make sense. It appears that some term is missing after the term 
"introduce". What is "introduced" into the gas chromatograph? 

Re claim 9, claim lines 6 and 7: This passage regarding the "second providing 
state" does not quite make sense. It appears that some term is missing after the term 
"introducing". What is "introduced" into the gas chromatograph? 

Re claim 10, claim line 3: The phrase "containing no scavenger" should be set 
apart by -- commas --. 

Re claim 1 1 , claim line 8: The phrase "the elute" lacks antecedent basis. 

Re claim 1 2, claim line 6: The term -- being -- should be inserted prior to the 
term "freely". 
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Re claim 14, claim line 3: The phrase "containing no scavenger" should be set 
apart by -- commas --. 

Re claim 15, claim line 3: The term "chromatography" should be corrected to 
read -- chromatograph --. 

Re claim 1 5, claim line 5: Both occurrences of the article "a" should be deleted 
and replaced with the article -- the -- or the term -- said --. 

Re claim 1 5, claim line 6: The article "a" should be deleted; or the term 
"chromatography" should be corrected to read - chromatograph -- and the article "a" 
replaced with the article -- the -- or the term -- said --. 

Re claim 16, claim line 4: Both occurrences of the article "a" should be deleted 
and replaced with the article -- the -- or the term -- said --. 

Re claim 1 6, claim line 5: The article "a" should be deleted; or the term 
"chromatography" should be corrected to read -- chromatograph -- and the article "a" 
replaced with the article -- the -- or the term -- said --. 

Re claim 17, claim line 3: The phrase "containing no scavenger" should be set 
apart by -- commas --. 

Re claim 18, claim line 3: The phrase "containing no scavenger" should be set 
apart by -- commas --. 

Re claim 19, claim line 3: The phrase "containing no scavenger" should be set 
apart by -- commas --. 

Re claim 19, claim line 4: The article "a" should be corrected to read -- the -- or 

-- said --. 
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Re claim 20, claim line 3: The phrase "containing no scavenger" should be set 
apart by -- commas --. 

Re claim 20, claim line 4: The article "a" should be corrected to read -- the -- or -- 
said --. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1 -6, 9,11-1 6, and 1 8-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Re claim 1 , claim line 3: It is not clear what the term "different solution"" is 
meant to convey? Different from what? How can one utilize a different solution when a 
first solution or any solution has not been previously recited? 

Re claim 1 , claim lines 3-4: The phrase "said fractionated elute" lacks 
antecedent basis. 

Re claim 2, claim line 3: The phrase "said fractionated elute" lacks antecedent 

basis. 

Re claim 3, claim line 5: Is this "storage chamber" and "gas chromatograph" 
different than the one previously recited in claim 1 ? 

Re claim 4, claim lines 4-5: Is this "storage chamber" and "gas chromatograph" 
different than the one previously recited in claim 1? 
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Re claim 5, claim line 6: Is this "storage chamber" and "gas chromatograph" 
different than the one previously recited in claim 1 ? 

Re claim 9, claim line 2: The phrases "the providing state" and "the first 
providing state" lack antecedent basis. The previous claims only recite "first and second 
providing means". Is the providing state referring to these first and second providing 
means? 

Re claim 9, claim line 5: The phrase "the second providing state" lacks 
antecedent basis. 

Re claim 1 1 , claim line 9: Is this "eluent" provided by the "providing means" the 
same eluent discussed with respect to claim line 8 and the "solid-phase cartridge"? 

Re claim 1 1 , claim line 10: The phrase "the gas chromatograph" lacks 
antecedent basis. 

Re claim 1 2, claim line 4: Is this "eluent" provided by the "providing means", 
discussed with respect to claim 1 1 , different from the eluent discussed with respect the 
"solid-phase cartridge" also previously discussed with respect to claim 11? 

Re claim 15, claim line 5: Is this "storage chamber" and "gas chromatograph" 
different than the one previously recited in claim 2? 

Re claim 16, claim line 4: Is this "storage chamber" and "gas chromatograph" 
different than the one previously recited in claim 2? 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The prior art disclose various apparatus that utilize both a liquid chromatograph 
and a gas chromatograph. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL S. LARKIN whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-21 98. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hezron Williams can be reached on 571-272-2208. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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